
HANDWRITING ASSESSMENT
Activity Pages 

by Jan Z. Olsen, OTR and Emily F. Knapton, M.Ed., OTR/L

The TOOL to Evaluate & Remediate

© 2016 Learning Without Tears

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

123456789

© 2016 Learning Without Tears

cows
cat  dog
like  you
thumbprint
five  jxzq

© 2016 Learning Without Tears

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

1 2 3 4 5 6789

The Print Tool®

Screener of Handwriting Proficiency



Table of ContentsLearning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, you will be able to:

• Administer and score the NEW Screener of Handwriting 
Proficiency and The Print Tool® and choose remediation 
materials and strategies based on results

• Describe the seven basic handwriting components 
essential to handwriting success

• Understand different handwriting curricula, discover new 
handwriting resources, and use The Print Tool® with various 
populations

• Identify the benefits and process of becoming a certified 
handwriting specialist for evidence-based practice

What Letter Is It?...................... 1

Progression of Assessments........ 2

Handwriting Components.......3–5

Remediation Activities............6–8

Dyslexia................................... 9

Autism................................... 10

Remediation Activity: 
Stages of Learning.................. 11

Notes.................................... 12

Websites for Specialists........... 13

© 2022 Learning Without Tears



© 2022 Learning Without Tears 1

What Letter Is It?
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Progression of Assessments

• Pre-K
• 1:1/Whole Class
• Informal

• K–3+
• Individual
• Comprehensive

• K-5
• Whole Class
• Online Scoring 

Report

  © 2012 Get Set for School®

CHECK READINESS (See Readiness & Writing Pre–K Teacher’s Guide)
1. Name 6 Pictures Ask, “What is this?” Apple_____ Carrot_____ Banana_____ Tree_____ Jeans/pants_____ Grapes_____
2. Name 6 Colors Ask, “What color is this crayon?” Red_____ Orange_____ Yellow_____ Green_____ Blue_____ Purple_____
3. Color 2 Pictures Child uses “fill in” coloring: Yes_____ Somewhat_____ Not yet_____  
 Attempts to  stay in lines: Yes_____ Somewhat_____ Not yet_____
4. Crayon Grip  Standard_____ Alternate_____ Palm_____  Hand preference  L_____ R_____ ?____________  Holds paper while coloring Yes_____ Sometimes_____ No_____ 

5. Name and Trace Shapes Ask, “What is this?”   line_____   line_____ circle_____  cross_____  square_____  triangle_____
6. Copy Shapes   Tell child, “Copy this here.”    line_____   line_____ circle_____  cross_____  square_____  triangle_____

Get Set for School®

getsetforschool.com/assessments
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1. Name CAPITALS 
Capital letters are the first letters children  
recognize and name. Naming these letters 
in random order demonstrates both skills.

Preparation (Print to 100% scale)
•  Fold on the dotted lines. 
•  Next, unfold and use paper clips on the ends 

to make a triangular display. 
•  This printing will be folded inside. The display will 

show just one line of letters at a time. 

Directions
•  Say, Tell me the names of these letters. 

(Point to E, A, etc.)
•  If the child cannot name letters, look for 

an earlier skill, letter recognition. Ask,  
Which one is R? Which one is A? This shows 
letter recognition, but not name recall.

© 2012 Get Set for School®getsetforschool.com/assessments
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Name Shapes

Name Numbers

Object Counting and Comparing Positions

Ordinal Numbers

Size

© 2012 Get Set for School®
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Get Set for School® Numbers & Math: 1:1 Assessment  Fold and tape to make a triangular display. getsetforschool.com/assessments

Pre-K Assessments Screener of Handwriting 
Proficiency

The Print Tool®
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Handwriting Components

Correct Incorrect

Memory: Remember and write dictated letters/numbers	 ____________	 ___________

Orientation: Face letters in the correct direction	 ____________	 ___________

Placement: Place letters on the base line	 ____________	 ___________

Size: Write a grade-appropriate size	 ____________	 ___________

Start: Begin each letter correctly	 ____________	 ___________

Sequence: Make the letter strokes in the correct order	 ____________	 ___________

Spacing: Put space between words	 ____________	 ___________
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Screener of Handwriting Proficiency: First Grade
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Scored Components:

Memory: Capitals ____________________ Lowercase _____________________  Numbers ____________________

Orientation: Capitals _________________ Lowercase _____________________  Numbers ____________________

Placement: Capitals _ _________________ Lowercase _____________________  Numbers ____________________

Name: All Capitals _____     Transitioning Mix _____     Title Case _____

Concerns:

Formation _____     Size _____     Neatness _____     Speed _____

Posture _____     Pencil Grip _____     Helper Hand _____     Other _____

Sentence Skills:

Capital _____     Spacing _____     Punctuation _____

Screener of Handwriting Proficiency
LWTears.com/screener
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Remediation Activities

Memory

Orientation
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Remediation Activities

Placement

Size
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Remediation Activities

Start and Sequence

Spacing
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Dyslexia

Activities:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Autism

Activities:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________



© 2022 Learning Without Tears 11

Remediation Using the Three Stages of Learning
Stage 1: Demonstrate  Stage 2: Copy  Stage 3: Dictate/Independent

I   show   them   how.

I   give   them   good   models.



© 2022 Learning Without Tears12

Notes

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Additional Websites for Handwriting Specialists
Advocate Website: LWTears.com/advocate
Access in-service presentations, downloads, and research to help others learn about the 
importance of handwriting.

Certification: hwtcertification.com
Learn more about our certification process and how to become recognized as a 
handwriting specialist.

By the end of the certification process you will:
• Accurately score and interpret The Print Tool® assessment by completing two that case studies provided at the
Handwriting Assessment Workshop.
• Be able to write parent-friendly reports, set goals, determine remediation activities, and document progress

for evidence-based practice by successfully completing two handwritten reports from the two Print Tool®

case studies that are provided at the Handwriting Assessment Workshop.
• Understand the complete Handwriting Without Tears® curriculum from Pre-K through 5th

grade and the Handwriting Without Tears Print Tool® assessment by completing a self-paced,
100-question, open book, multiple choice exam.

• Discover resources on our website that provide a handwriting in-service to a small group of
individuals to, increasing their knowledge of the subject of handwriting.
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